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A ‘zine is a hand-crafted and self-published magazine. This assignment allows you to explore a historical topic of your choosing through a mixture of text and images. The main requirement is that you use our course lessons on the historical analysis of gender to develop a specific point of view on your topic (we will talk about this throughout the semester). Your ‘zine should answer the following question: How do bad girls of the past help us understand contemporary expectations of women and views on gender?

Your ‘zine might be a resource guide, a biography, a movement history, or a manifesto. You can approach it in any way you like (for example, as a scholar, an activist, or a historical figure) as long as you make connections between past and present. This means exploring the past to better help us understand how historical ideas about gender continue to shape the world we live in today.

Your ‘zine must contain the following: 

· Written content totaling 1,250 words 
· Submit a separate document with text only to confirm word count
· Images that illustrate your main ideas: drawings, photographs, magazines, e-images, etc.
· Use at least eight (8) images. Four (4) of these should be primary sources.
· Content (at least 50%) that addresses one or more historical periods (up to the 1980s).
· Consider how a specific historical period shaped ideas about and practices of gender.
· A clear point of view (an argument)
· Your persona has a reason for making the ‘zine. What is it?
· Primary and secondary source research to inform your analysis 
· At minimum, use two secondary sources and four primary sources (these are text sources, required in addition to images). 

You will be working on this project throughout the semester, developing it through the two assignments below.

‘Zine Assignment 1: Research and Conference
Due: October 15

We are beginning our ‘zine assignment with special guest Judy Grahn. She founded one of the first women’s presses in the country so that women could have complete control over feminist media. Her visit is designed to help you think about self-published material as well as the relationship between past and present. 

Part A
Attend the Judy Grahn event, take notes, and write a thoughtful two page reflection answer the following questions:
1. Grahn identifies as a poet, activist, and scholar. What connections did you notice during her talk between her art, her political activity, and her intellectual inquiry? Consider, for example, her discussion of how she thought about and shaped her writing?
2. What experiences shaped Grahn’s world view and her drive to be an activist? How did she address her own oppression? How did she address the oppression of others?
3. Consider the sources you reviewed for this event. How did they inform your understand of primary sources? How does Grahn’s talk help you think about your ‘zine project?

Part B
Think about what topics interest you today and how that lead you topics in the past. I am asking you to experiment here. Be thoughtful and flexible in your search efforts when you run into challenges. Take your time and try different search terms, databases, and topics.

Research Steps:
1. Make a list of three or four (3-4) topics of interest to you that relate to the themes of our course. Popular topics from previous classes are listed below, if you need ideas. 
2. Try a quick web search of your topics to find brief histories of them. This can give you important terms, names, and events that you can use in your search. 
3. Visit the databases and websites provided on Blackboard to conduct your research. Make note of the types of sources you find. Pay attention to the dates of these sources. Try to look at images and text sources. 

Research Findings:
In one page, discuss your findings:
1. What topics did you begin with? Did you add or subtract ideas as you went? What topics yielded the best results?
2. Select two sources you may be interested in using for your ‘zine. Include the basic information (type of document, author, and date) as well as a full citation. Describe why these documents interest you. What do they tell you about women/gender in the time(s) they are from?
3. Consider your next steps. Did this research confirm your interest in one of your selected topics or do you want to continue looking at other options? What questions do you have? 

Conference:
1. Sign up for a conference with Dr. Del Rio to discuss this experience.



 ‘Zine Assignment 2: Proposal
Due: November 12

It is time to commit to a topic and really begin studying it! Don’t worry, though, you’ll have plenty of direction from Dr. Del Rio.

Research Steps:
1. Using feedback received at the research and conference stage, conduct additional research to locate the required sources (a minimum of two secondary and four primary). Remember, though, that research isn’t simply about finding the required number of sources. It is locating the sources you need to tell your story well, in an informed and historically accurate way. 
2. Study your sources! Use the guides on Blackboard.

Write a Proposal:		         
In three (3) pages, essay format, answer the following question: how does your historical bad girl help us understand contemporary expectations of women and views on gender?

Your answer to this question is the purpose or argument of your ‘zine (and the thesis statement of your proposal). To support this argument, include the following: 
1. A summary of the time period(s) you cover. Think about what events, ideas, etc. shape women’s lives during the time(s) you explore.
2. A brief discussion of the sources you have located and how they help you discuss your topic and develop your argument/purpose. Include any concerns you have about information or sources you still need to find.
3. A description of your ‘zine persona and format.






